
City of Beach City Counci寒

Minutes for Regular Meeting

& Pub獲ic Hearing of FiscaI lfear 2016-2017 Budget

The Beach City Council met for a Regular Meeting and Pu輔c Hearing on

June 28, 2016 beginning at approximate!y 6:00 P.M. at the

Beach City Community BuiIding

12723 FM 2354 Beach City, TX. 77523

Members Present: Mayo「 B紺y Combs (presiding), Mayor P「o Tem 」ackey Lasater, AIderman

Doug Walker and Alde「man Paul Newman

Members Absent: Alderman Smith and AIderman CoIqu請

Sta鯖P「esent: City Secretary Evonne Donne=y and Assistant Secretary Marge Be「CaW

しegaI CounseI Present: City Atto「ney Daniel 」ackson

l. Cail to order and Announcement of Quorum

On Tuesday, 」une 28, 2016 Mayor Combs ca=ed the meeting to o「der at 6:19 pm and

announced enough members are present for a quorum,

2. 1nvocation and Pledge of AIIegiance

Mayor Combs o什ered praye「.

Aiderman Wa!ker led the PIedge ofA=egiance to the United States and Texas fIags.

3. Public Comments (Limited to five minutes per person)

None

4. Pubiic Hearing fo「 C龍izens Comments conce「ning FY 2016-2017 Budget

Reguiar Meeting suspended at: 6:22 PM.

Public Hea「ing Commences: No objections to the City Budget, nO 「eSidents in a龍endance.

Pu輔c Hearing Adjourned at: 6:22 PM.

Reguiar Meeting reconvenes.

5. Review and approve the City Budget for FY 2016-2017

Motion to approve

Motion: Newman Second: Lasater Approve: 3-0



6. Hear report and update from Chambers County Commissioner, Rusty Senac

Construction of the new 400 foot communications tower is under way,

This tower is a joint venture between Harris and Chambers Counties.

Chambe「s County authorized an IntergovemmentaI Contract with the City of Baytown for

SlOO,000.

The tower w紺greatIy increase the area coverage fo「 Baytown.

The new tower is a simuicast tower and w紺heIp anyone who needs emergency assistance

Whether they a「e fishing in the bay or boating along Cedar Bayou.

丁he equipment on the Fred Ha直man Bridge is analog and Baytown has to block a lane of

tra簡c when they are doing maintenance on this equipment.

Harris County is providing the equipment that wi旧un the tower,

Chambers County w紺have the ab掴ty to lease or rent space on the tower.

Chambers County Commissioners Court approved an lnterIocai Agreement with the BCVFD.

The funds from the BP/Deep Water Horizon OiI SpiIi should be alIocated in 」uly. Chambers

County hopes to hear something regarding the County-s aliotment from the settlement at

thistime.

7. Hea「 repoれand update from Beach Cfty Voiuntee「 Fi「e Department (BCVFD)

None

8. App「ovaI of Minutes for Regular Meeting of May 31St2016 and ApprovaI of Minutes of

Special CaIled meeting and Pub-ic Hearing of」une 7th′ 2016

Motion to approve the minutes of May 31, 2016 and June 7, 2016

Motion: Newman Second:しasater App「ove:

Discussion: Mayor Combs noted several changes to the minutes:

Page 2, item 4 ofthe SpeciaI C訓ed Meeting and Public Hearing Minutes of」une 7, 2016

Should read the BCVFD w紺paythe $15,000 towa「ds the principal, nOt add it to the

PrincipaI.

Page 2, ltem 5 add this sentence to the paragraph: The status ofthe与01c3 does not change

the need for the City to approve this purchase.

Page 3, ltem 8, d). add this sentence to end the parag「aph: The City always budgets the fuil

amount ofincome but we do not a!ways spend it; there has always been a fund baiance.

Page4, ltem 14 ofthe May 31, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes should read that PUC

「ep「esentative contacted the Mayor and stated that he can review the rates... not that he

did review the rates.

Motion to approve the minutes as amended

Amended Motion: Newman Amended Second: Lasater Approve: 3-0

9. Financiai Consent Agenda (A= financiai consent agenda items are considered routine by Councii

and wi= be enacted by one motion. A Councilmember may request an item to be removed and

COnSide「ed separately.)

(a) Review and approve the Financial Statements for previous month



(b) Review and approve lnvestment Update

(C) Review and approve Expenditures forthe current month

Motion to approve the Financials

Motion: Newman Second: Lasater Approve: 3-O

Discussion: Alde「man Walker questioned the items that are over lOO% and when they need

to be modified.

Mayor Combs answered; tyPicaIly Councii amends the ending year’s budget in 」uly.

10. EXECUTiVE SESS10N: The Gty CounciI wiIl now hold a cIosed executive mecting pursuant

to the provision of Chapter 551. Texas Government code:

(a) Section 5与1.074 Texas Govemment Code concerning issues 「ega「ding City Attorney

(b) Section 5与1.O74 Texas Government Code conceming saIary matters of the City

Sec「etary and Assistant Secretary

AD事OURN REGUしAR SESS10N A丁6:32 P,M. FOR EXECUTIVE SESSiON

ll. RECONVENE INTO REGU寒AR SESS看ON and consider action, lF ANY, from items discussed in

Executive Session

RECOVENE INTO REGULAR SESSiON AT 6:53 P.M.

Motion to increase the City Secretary and the Assistant City Secretary pay by 3.5% and the

City Attomey retainer fee by $75.00 per month.

Motion: WaIker Second: Lasater Approve: 3-0

12. Consider and approve Service P「ovider Ag「eement with the Beach City VoIunteer Fire

Department (BCVFD) for FY 2016-2017

Motion to approve the agreement

Motion: Newman Second: Lasate「 Approve: 3-0

13. Discuss and conside「 Hur「icane Evacuation and/o「 Naturai Disaster preparedness for the

CitY

Mayor Combs w紺meet with Chambe「s County Emergency Management Director Roy

Tumer in the nea「 future. Counc‖ referred to the lnte申urisdictionai Mutual Aid Agreement

On the tabIe for thei「 review. This is the same agreement that CounciI approved in 2015. The

only change is the expiration date forthe agreement w紺be December 31St ofthe year the

agreement is approved.

Motion to app「ove

Motion: Newman Second: Lasater Approve: 3-0



14. This item was蘭bledat the」une 7, 2016 Special C訓ed Meeting and Public Hearing unt旧he

next Councii meeting: Discuss and consider an Ordinance ordering a Special E!ection to be

held on November 8. 2016 to submit a proposition on the question of the adoption of a

しOCal Sa看es & Use Tax within the City of Beach City, TX. at the rate of one and one-haif

PerCent (1.5%); aPPrOVing a joint e看ection contract with Chambers County; authorizing the

City Secretary to execute said contra(巧PrOViding for notice; fixing the time, PIace and

manれer Of hoiding said eiection; and providing an e簡ective date

Mayor Combs noted that anytime an Agenda ltem is tabled, it has to be brought back to the

next CounciI meeting for discussion,

Mayor Combs wants to pu旧his item and have the comm柾ee working on it (Aldermen

Newman and Smith) come up with a plan on how to educate the residents aboutthis

Subject. The Comm鵬ee needs to determine whether or not the City shouId host a Town Ha=

Meeting, Workshops, etC. There are concerns rega「ding adding the Locai Sales & Use Tax to

the November 2016 ba=ot in a PresidentiaI Election year and not taking the time to speak

With the citizens and educate them about this. Atto「ney 」ackson reminded Alderman

Newman that in your pIan, yOu Can educate but you do not advocate.

Aiderman Lasater beIieves CounciI needs to check the puise of the residents before the City

SPends money on an eiection. Mayor Combs concurred and added that the City’s expenses

are increasing at a much faster rate than our income.

15. Discuss and approve an adjustment to the City o締ce hours

CounciI agreed at the 」une 7th Budget Workshop Meeting to add four hours to the City

Secretary’s scheduIe, for a total of30 hours per week.

Mayor Combs discussed the options of aItering the o冊ce hours:

a〉. not opening the o輔ce to the pubIic unti1 10:00 A,M on Tuesday-Thu「sday

b). work extra hours on Monday

C〉.orboth

Secretary Donneliy stated that having the fiexib描ty to stay iate on Mondays, COme in early

and/o「 stay Iate Tuesday-Thursday wouId be be龍er fo「 her.

AIderman Newman added, in this o怖ce itwould probabIy be best to experimentwith the

hours and see how it works out for the Secretary, Mayo「 Combs agreed and asked Counc旧f

they have any issues with testing the hours and seeing what works best for this o怖ce川O

OPPOSition was verbalized,

16. Discuss and conside「 p「oposing improvements to the Beach City Community Building and

City o珊ce expansion

Alderman Smith is a draftsman and w紺be working on a d「awing to submit to Chambers

County fo「 the proposed expansion ofthe Beach Cfty o怖ce.

Commissioner Senac stated that Chambers County w紺decide the 2O17 budget in

September. He aiso stated that costs over $50,000 w川require the bu脚ng to come into

ADA compliance.



17. Discuss and conside「 City takeover of the Util韓ies in Bayridge & Oaks at Houston Point

Subdivisions

A resident in Bayridge asked if the Citγ W掴consider taking over their U輔ty District.

Mayor Combs notified the 「esident that this item has been added to the 」une agenda for

discussion. AIderman Newman and Alderman Walke「 both strongIy oppose the idea ofthe

City taking over this U胡ty District.

Council took no action on this item.

18. Discussion and possibIe action on the possible fo「mation of a Utiiity Dist「ict fo「 a「eas

Served by Ne「ro Supply,しLC/Gulf Utilfty. within the corpo「ate limits of Beach City

Mayor Combs, AIde「man Newman, Aiderman Walker, Financial Advisor Bi= Blitch and

Engineer Mark Adam, along with membe「s of the U輔ty District committee (residents from

Bayridge & Oaks at Houston Point Subdivisions), 「eCently met with representatives of Nerro

Supply.

Nerro Supply w紺se旧he u輔tγ district -Water and sewer- along with the CCN’s (Ce面ficate

Of Convenience and Necessity), equipment, etC. for ;500,000. An independent appraisai

Should be a part ofthe purchase agreement.

After a discussion on the d肝erence in revenue and tax bonds Ied by Mr. BIitch, the residents

On the comm請ee seemed to prefer the idea of revenue bonds, instead of paying Nerro

Supply the fu= amount ali at once, the residents have the option of an insta=ment pIan"

Monthiy rates would be sim=ar to whatthe residents are paying now and they wouId be in

COntrOI of their own destiny.

19. Discuss and conside「 c「eation of the City of Beach City CulturaI Education Facilities Finance

Corporation (CEFFC)

No report. Aldermen CoIquitt and Walker have not had time to meet on this item.

20. Discussion and possible action on an Ordinance regulating Bi看lboards within Beach City

Alderman WaIke「 and Mayor Pro Tem Lasater w紺work with Attomey」ackson on the

bi=boa「d ordinance.

21. Update on legaI action fo「 non compliance to City ordinances

Noupdate

22. Repo巾and update from Mayor Combs

l. Street light has not been insta=ed at」ordan and FM 2354due to CNP needing

Competitive lnsta=er Form f「om Reiiant - the Cityls p「ovider.

2. Comcast completed a ROW appIication for lOO31 WaIkerしane, for a new coaxial cabie.

3. Request from the PUC (Pu輔c U輔ty Commission) for more info「mation on Nerro Supply

rate increase. ApparentIy some residents have appealed the Cityls rate increase with PUC.



4. Sea GrantTexas - W帥host a Res出ency Program in Anahuac on 」uIy 21, 2016 at Whitels

Park.

5. Marge w川workwith Evome twice a weekfo「 awh=e to heIp out in the office.

6. 」uly 23, 2O16 beginsthethirty day period to appIyfor a place on the baIIotfo「the

ava=able positions of: Mayor and two AIdermen. Mayor Combs, Aiderman Walker and

AIderman Colquitt’s terms are up this vear. Last dayto apply is August 22, 2016,

7. Very few power dips have been experienced since CenterPointls 」effery Hulon looked into

this matter, Per Mayor Combs’request.

23. Councii Comments

Alderman Lasater asked ifthe City Secreta「y revise the presentation ofthe amended

Expenditu「es for Counc=. This w用make it clear that the approved Expenditures are the

most current,

Alderman Newman spoke ofthe issues with the large trucks at FM 2354 and FM 1405;

drivers are running the stop signs.

24. Adjourn

Motion to adjoum at 8:17 pm

Motion: Newman

Date Minutes A PrOVed: Julv 26, 2016

Attest:

Second: Lasater Approve: 3-0


